
3065Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Dec. 12

not be made unless technical reports on
those projects have been approved by the
House Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure and the Senate Committee on
Environment and Public Works. This provi-
sion is a direction to the Congress regarding
how the Congress will exercise its authority
to appropriate funds. The provision does not
limit the authority of agencies to spend funds
that the Congress has appropriated.

Notwithstanding our concerns, the Water
Resources Development Act of 2000 author-
izes the Army to undertake much needed and
important projects for improvements to the
Nation’s ports and harbors, and the restora-
tion of our aquatic resources, including
America’s Everglades, and deserves enact-
ment into law.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 11, 2000.

NOTE: S. 2796, approved December 11, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–541.

Memorandum on Emergency
Military Assistance to the United
Nations Mission in Sierra Leone
December 11, 2000

Presidential Determination No. 2001-04

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense

Subject: Determination to Authorize the
Furnishing of Emergency Military Assistance
to the United Nations Mission in Sierra
Leone (UNAMSIL), Countries Participating
in UNAMSIL, and Other Countries Involved
in Peacekeeping Efforts or Affiliated
Coalition Operations With Respect to Sierra
Leone

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 506(a) (1) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C. 2318 (a)
(1) (A) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine that:

(1) an unforeseen emergency exists that
requires immediate military assistance to
UNAMSIL, countries currently or in the fu-
ture participating in UNAMSIL, and other
countries involved in peacekeeping efforts or

affiliated coalition operations with respect to
Sierra Leone, including the Government of
Sierra Leone, and

(2) the emergency requirement cannot be
met under the authority of the Arms Export
Control Act or any other law except section
506(a) (1) of the Act.

I therefore direct the drawdown of de-
fense articles from the stocks of the Depart-
ment of Defense, defense services from the
Department of Defense, and military edu-
cation and training of an aggregate value not
to exceed $36 million to UNAMSIL and such
countries to support peacekeeping efforts
with respect to Sierra Leone.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this Determination to the
Congress and to arrange for its publication
in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 12 and
was published in the Federal Register on Decem-
ber 18.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Prime Minister
Bertie Ahern of Ireland in Dublin
December 12, 2000

President’s Visit to Ireland
Q. Mr. President, why do you keep coming

back to Ireland?
The President. Well, I got invited. And

you know, I’ve had a special interest in my
tenure here and the peace process, and the
Taoiseach and Prime Minister Blair have
worked hard, as the parties in Northern Ire-
land have, and there’s still a little work to
be done. So I thought maybe if I came back,
I could help a little, and I hope I can.

Peace Process in Northern Ireland
Q. What’s your message to the politicians,

to the people of Northern Ireland and, in-
deed, to the paramilitaries?

The President. Well, first, I think the peo-
ple, by and large, have embraced the peace
and are in some ways leading the process.
And I don’t think they want to go back. I
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think the leadership of the Irish Govern-
ment, the Taoiseach particularly, and the
support of the British Government have
helped. I think the incredible success of the
Irish economy has helped.

I think people can see the benefits of
peace. So my message is, to those parties
which aren’t involved in the process, they
ought to join and not wreck it. There’s too
much to be gained, and too much has already
been gained. And to those who are part of
the process and have disagreements, I hope
they’ll try to work them out.

Q. Mr. President, do you care to comment
on the suggestion that after you leave the
White House, you might be prepared to be-
come a special peace envoy to Ireland?

The President. [Laughter] Well, I think
the new President, whoever it may be, will
want to have a new team in place, and I will
support that. I want to support whatever de-
cisions the new administration makes on for-
eign policy. And if I can be a resource, I
will. If I can ever help the Irish, of course
I will.

But I think in terms of my Government’s
representation, that will be entirely up to the
new President, and I will support whatever
decisions are made on that.

Q. Taoiseach, do you expect the Presi-
dent’s visit, and especially the visit to Belfast
tomorrow, to move the process forward? At
the moment, it’s caught up in the old difficul-
ties over demilitarization—and all the rest of
it. Do you expect the President——

Prime Minister Ahern. Well, first, I say
it’s a great honor for us in the Irish Govern-
ment and, I think, everybody in Ireland that
the President is here. He is more and more
welcome than I think even his other two vis-
its. We’re so pleased, and I think everybody
in this country is pleased, and all of you in
the media know that from the reaction over
the last number of weeks since it was con-
firmed.

Of course I think the President can help.
To expect all of the problems to be resolved
in one go, of course, is impractical. But the
very fact the President’s coming has helped
in the last few weeks for people to focus on
still what are difficulties and to try to narrow
down those difficulties and to look at the pos-

sibilities—and they are only possibilities—of
what we can do.

I know that the talks we’ll have now, the
talks during the course of the day and tomor-
row and the visit to Dundalk tonight, will
allow people to see all that we have achieved.
And I think now, what we’re doing is, we’re
dealing with some of the side issues that are
still residual issues out of the Good Friday
agreement, and we still have to deal with
those. And we are dealing with them, and
this visit will help that.

Q. Taoiseach, will you miss Bill Clinton
when he steps down?

Prime Minister Ahern. I will, yes. No
doubt about that.

Q. Mr. President, when you were here,
you called on the parties to take a risk for
peace. Are we now at a situation where you
will call on the parties again to take a further
risk?

The President. Well, I think we have to
keep going. I don’t think there’s—I don’t
think reversal is an option. And as I said, the
people are not there. It’s obvious to me, from
all the human contact, just the increasing
cross-border contacts, that the people want
this thing to go on. And I think the leaders
just have to find a way through the last three
or four difficult issues, and I think it can be
done.

I’ll do what I can to be helpful.
Q. You really care about this, don’t you?
The President. Yes, I do. I always have.

You know—let me just say, the Americans—
you know, the American people, about 40
million of us have some Irish blood. And we
also have had a unique relationship with
Great Britain. It’s been—I mean, they
burned the White House in 1814, but since
then it’s been pretty good. [Laughter] You
know, we fought two World Wars together;
we stayed through the cold war together; and
the way it used to be was a source of im-
mense pain to a lot of Americans.

Many of the American people who have
wanted to be involved had no constructive
way to do that. And I hope and believe we’ve
changed that over the last 8 years. So to me,
it’s just a question of you’ve just got to keep
going and keep bringing more and more and
more people in, because the Irish have
proved that you can do this.
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I said something before when I was here,
I’ll say again: I don’t think you can possibly
imagine the impact of a success in the Irish
peace process on trouble spots throughout
the world. That’s another thing that’s been
very important to me as the President of the
United States, because I have to be involved
in Latin America and Asia and Africa, the
Balkans.

And so I care a lot about this. But I also—
I want you to know how much people around
the world look to your—and draw courage
from what you do here.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:15 p.m. in the
Office of the Taoiseach. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Remarks at a Reception Hosted by
Prime Minister Ahern in Dublin
December 12, 2000

Thank you very, very much. First, let me
say to the Taoiseach, I am delighted to be
back in Ireland, glad to be with him and
Celia, glad that Hillary and Chelsea and I
could all come together at once. We’ve all
been here, sometimes together, sometimes
at different times. I thank you for your
friendship and the work we have done. I
thank your predecessors who are here and
all the members of the Dáil. I thank the min-
isters of the Government and Members of
our Congress who are here, and the citizens
of Ireland.

I have often wondered how I got involved
in all this. [Laughter] I have pondered all
these deep explanations. For example, less
than a month ago we celebrated the 200th
anniversary of the White House. And you
may know that America’s most famous home
was designed by an Irish architect named
James Hoban, who defeated an anonymous
design presented by Thomas Jefferson.
[Laughter] Maybe there’s something in
Hoban’s spirit in the house that infected me.

In the Oval Office of the President on the
mantle, there is a beautiful ivy plant which
has been there for almost 40 years now. It
was given to President Kennedy by the then-
Irish Ambassador to the United States as an

enduring sign of the affection between our
two people. Maybe I got the political equiva-
lent of poison ivy. [Laughter]

When I started coming here, you know,
I got a lot of help in rooting out my Irish
ancestry. And the oldest known homestead
of my mother’s family, the Cassidys, that
we’ve been able to find is a sort of mid 18th
century farmhouse that’s in Rosleigh and
Fermanagh. But it’s right on the—literally
right on the border. And in my family, all
the Catholics and Protestants intermarried,
so maybe I was somehow genetically pre-
pared for the work I had to do. [Laughter]
Maybe it’s because there are 45 million Irish
Americans, and I was trying to make a few
votes at home. [Laughter] The truth is, it just
seemed to be the right thing to do.

America has suffered with Ireland through
the Troubles, and even before. And we
seemed paralyzed and prevented from play-
ing a constructive role when I became Presi-
dent. I decided to change America’s policy
in the hope that, in the end, not only the
Irish but the British, too, would be better
off. I think it is unquestionable, after 8 years
of effort, thanks to the people and the leaders
of Northern Ireland, of the Republic, and of
Great Britain, that the people of Ireland and
the people of Britain are better off for the
progress that has been made toward peace.

So when the Taoiseach and our friends in
Northern Ireland, the leaders of the parties,
and the British Prime Minister asked me to
come back to Ireland one more time, Hillary
and Chelsea said, yes—[laughter]—and I
said a grateful yes.

I also want to say to all of you, with ref-
erence to the comments Bertie made about
the Irish economy, I think every one of you
that has played any role in the remarkable
explosion of economic opportunity in Ireland
and the outreach and impact you’re having
beyond the borders of your nation, is also
a part of the peace process, because you have
shown the benefits of an open, competitive,
peaceful society.

And nobody wants to go back to the Trou-
bles. There are a few hills we still have to
climb, and we’ll figure out how to do that,
and I hope that our trip here is of some help
toward that end. But as long as the people
here, as free citizens of this great democracy,


